
 

 

RUGBY 
FIRST  A RT IFIC IA L  GRA SS P IT C H  IN  UK  RUGBY LEA GUE 

P roject info: 
   
C lub:   W idnes V ikings 
C ountry:  U K  
Installation: 2011 
Product:  D esso iD N A  

 

“This is a first, not just for the Vikings or rugby league but for sport as a whole” 
Steve O 'C onnor, W idnes V ikings C hairm an 

W idnes Vikings w ill m ake a head start in the 
next U K  Super League season. Their Stobart 
Stadium  H alton w ill be equipped w ith D esso 
iD N A  artificial grass. The Vikings w ill train and 
play on their so-called ‘i-pitch’ w hen they enter 
Super League next year. The RFL w ill w ork w ith 
the club and D esso Sports System s to ensure 
the pitch m eets the required standard for rugby 
league. 
 
P ioneering playing surface 
Steve O 'C onnor, V ikings C hairm an said: “This is 
a first, not just for the Vikings or rugby league but for 
sport as a whole. The i-pitch at Stobart Stadium  
Halton will m odernise the gam e and create a 
fantastic m atch day experience. Our m em bers and 
visitors will be able to see m ore gam es, it will create 
a pathway for our young players and it will be 
utilised as a com m unity resource.” 
 
K eep on the grass  
“It is m y vision for people to be able to ‘keep on the 
grass' after the gam e and enjoy com m unity and 
fam ily/fun activities. It is absolute nonsense to have a 
stadium  and not be able to access the pitch for 90%  
of the tim e,” states O ’C onnor. “Denis Betts and 
the team  have been training regularly on a sim ilar 
surface over the last few weeks and we have 
received som e great feedback.”   
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W idnes V ikings w ill train and 
play on their ‘i-pitch’ 

 
W idnes w ill be able to use its 
stadium  to the full 

 
 

 
 



 

AMERICAN FOOTBALL
Only the best is good enough for Oklahom a State U niversity

P roject info: 
   
C lub:   O klahom a State University  
C ountry:  USA   
Product:  D esso Rugby Pro 

"I have seen a lot of these fields in Europe. After eight or nine years of intensive use 
they still look as good as in the beginning." 

 
D an A lm ond, Sports Field D esigner 

W hen an alum nus w as dissatisfied w ith the field at 
O klahom a State University in the T. Boone Pickens 
Stadium , people listen. Especially if the person concerned 
is T. Boone Pickens him self. 
 
 
A fter the stadium  w as nam ed after him  in 2003, the 
legendary oil-m agnate T.Boone Pickens w anted to invest 
in the renovation of the stadium . H e only had 1 condition 
for the field: "only the best is good enough". 
 
 
D an A lm ond, a renow ned architect and form er student at 
O klahom a State University, w as given the job. H e chose 
D esso artificial turf: "This artificial grass is undoubtedly the 
best of the best. I am  overjoyed that m y alm a m ater 
Oklahom a State University is one of the first in the United 
States to install this quality artificial grass. It is just m ore like 
natural grass, plays m ore like natural grass and m aintains the 
sam e quality for years. I have seen a lot of these fields in 
Europe. After eight or nine years of intensive use they still look 
as good as in the beginning." 
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M atches on the artificial turf of the O SU 
alw ays attract a lot of spectators.  

 

 
Technical sporting characteristics of artificial 
turf are perfect for top m atches. 

 

 
 
 

 
 



 

AMERICAN FO O T B ALL
U niversity of W yom ing

Artificial turf unaffected by a harsh clim ate

P roject info: 
   
Club:   W yom ing Cow boys 
Country:  U SA   
Product:  D esso Rugby Pro 

"There are no sprinkler heads and unevenness in the artificial turf.  
The sm ooth, even surface keeps m y players safe and m y trainers happy." 

 
Joe G lenn, H ead Coach W yom ing 

The W ar M em orial Stadium  of the U niversity of W yom ing 
is at 7220 feet above sea level, higher than any other 1st 
D ivision A m erican Football field. This does ensure 
breathtaking view s but the height, hard W yom ing w inters 
and early frosts in O ctober m ake it very difficult to keep a 
natural grass field in good condition. 
 
Thanks to the installation of D esso artificial turf the field 
that could only be used for six season com petitions and a 
handful of scrim m ages now  hosts sum m er cam ps and 
football training all year round. A ll that traffic does not 
affect the play on the artificial field. 
 
Joe G lenn, H ead Coach W yom ing says: "The artificial field 
is fantastic for the intensive footwork of our athletes and has 
perfect lines. It feels as strong as ordinary grass. Our natural 
field was respectable but we could only play on it about ten 
tim es a year."  
H ow ever, G lenn’s hobbyhorse is the safety of the artificial 
turf: "There are no sprinkler heads and unevenness in the 
artificial turf. The sm ooth, even surface keeps m y players safe 
and m y trainers happy." 
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A rtificial field of the W yom ing Cow boys 
w ith integrated logo. 
 

 
 


